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Attached are suggested remarks on 
the Vietnam negotiations for your 
speech tomorrow. 
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When we look toward the future of this country, the first issue 

that comes to mind is one that has dominated our recent past - the 
war in Vietnam. 


As you know, this past month we have made major progress towards 

peace with honor. We are approaching a settlement that meets the terms 

that I set forth on May 8 of this year -^ceasefire, the return of all our 

prisoners, and U. S. withdrawals. This settlement would give the South 

Vietnamese people the opportunity to determine their own future, without 

the imposition of a coalition government or the resignation of the present 
leadership. 

The task before us now is to make this agreement sound in every 
respect. We shall continue our efforts to conclude the agreement as 
rapidly as possible. In so doing we will firmly adhere to two principles. 
First, we will not be stampeded into premature agreement by arbitrary 
deadlines -- either in Paris or in the United States. Second, we will 
not change our policy when those deadlines have passed. 

After so many years of war, we will take the necessary time to 
make sure that this is an enduring peace, not a fragile armistice. We 

will shape the right agreement. And when we know it is right, we will 
sign it. 
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-- We will conclude this agreement as rapidly as possible and will 
not be deflected once we are satisfied with its provisions. 

-- On the other hand, after years of conflict and suffering, we will 
take the necessary time to avoid any ambiguities to make sure this is 
peace and not an armi stice. 

- - We will not rush into a settlement that has remainin g uncertainties 

and ambiguities because of an y artificial Communist deadline. For years 

the enemy refused to negotiate on terms that would be fair to both sides, 

and insisted on imposing a political future on South Vietnam. When they 

have held up a reasonable settlement for so long, they are the last ones to 

insist on wrapping it up in three weeks, 

--In the negotiating process the Government of South Vietnam has 

' • • - . .. . • ■ ^ 

a right to participate fully, as it has all along. They will be in South Vietnam 

after we leave. 

The Agreement Compared to the Opposition's Terms 

--To say that we could have had this agreement four years ago is 
nonsense. The Communists themselves, in their public statement of 
October 26, acknowledged that they had made significant concessions on 
October 8 which they had never offered before. They agreed to a ceasefire 
first and a political solution later, dropped their demands for Thieu's 
resignation and a coalition government, and gave assurances on Laos and 
Combodia. 
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-- Even the most summary comparison with the plans of the opponents 
m this country underlines the fundamental differences. 

-- Our opponents would withdraw unilaterally and leave the return of 
p isoners up to the good will of Hanoi. We have insisted on and received 
a commitment to return all prisoners in parallel with our withdrawals. 

-- Our opponents would withdraw unilaterally and let the fighting among 
the South Vietnamese continue. We have insisted on and received a commit- 
ment to a ceasefire among all parties. 

- Our opponents would give no consideration to the problems of 

Laos and Cambodia. We have achieved a satisfactory resolution of those 
questions. 

Our opponents have indicated that they would withdraw all forces 
throughout Southeast Asia. We have made clear that we would keep forces 
in the region outside of Indochina. 

-- Our opponents would cut off military aid to South Vietnam, even if 
this were not required by the agreement. We will, maintain military aid 
on a replacement basis and there are no restrictions on our economic aid. 

- Our opponents would withdraw all meaningful support from the GVN 
and its leadership, freely inviting their collapse. We have achieved a major 
breakthrough which leaves the present government and leadership in place 
with unrestricted American economic support and the political future of 
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South Vietnam to negotiations among the South Vietnamese. 
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